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CODE OF DISCIPLINE 
 
The system of discipline in Scoil an Spioraid Naoimh is known as Discipline for Learning (DFL). 
DFL is based on the notion of positive rather than negative behaviour.  Teachers try to “catch the 
children being good” and then praise and encourage good behaviour rather than reprimand 
negative behaviour.  The rules are non-negotiable. 
 

The system has three components: 
Rules, Rewards and Sanction 

 
These are the same throughout the school regardless of which class the child is in. 
 
At the beginning of the year the children learn the rules by heart and understand exactly what is 
implied by each rule.  The rules are printed on the back of the stamp books.  We encourage 
parents to read and discuss the rules from time to time with their children. 
 
In school the pupils are regularly reminded of the rules, both in class and at assembly in the gym. 
 
Rules are as follows: 
 

1. Silence, whispering, talking quietly: Know when, where, know why. 
              

2. Orderly walking is the rule, into and within the school. 
 

3. Arrive on time, heed the bell.  Line up fast, use class-time well. 
 

4. Show respect; earn respect. 
 

5. Check your bag, have everything in.  In the yard, is everyone in? 
 

Rewards 
 
The reward system for those who abide by the rules, behave positively, work conscientiously, wear 
the school uniform/tracksuit daily etc. is as follows: 
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Each child has a grid copy:-  eight pages of 10 squares in second class and ten pages of 10 
squares in senior classes ( R3 – R6). 
 
Stamps  
 
Stamps are awarded in the grid books for good behaviour and for work well done.  To focus on 
certain behaviour or class weaknesses, the teacher at the start of the day may indicate for what in 
particular stamps will be awarded on the day. 
 
Pupils receive a certificate/diploma for each page filled. For a full book, the pupils receive the 
Head Teacher’s Award and their names are put in the Golden Book.  
 

 

SANCTIONS 
 
On the negative side there is a list of sanctions as follows: 
 

1. Oral warning 
 

2. Name on blackboard  
 
3. Removal to “bold table” with extra work assigned. 

 
 

4. Removal to bold table in another classroom with work assigned                            
(Note in journal to inform parents) 

 
5. Sent to the Principal’s office – name in the diary. 

 
6. Teacher to monitor classroom behaviour for the following week, a note in 

journal each day to be signed by Parents.                                                                       
(If there is no co-operation on step, proceed to step 8). 
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7. Sent to the Office – name in “Black” Book.                                                                           
(Two occasions – parents sent for) 

 
8. Parents called.  One suspension warning.  Parents required tocall back to 

school within a week to check on child’s behaviour. 
 

9. Suspension for one, two or three days.                                                               
(with B.O.M. approval, Parents notified in writing) 

 
10.Expulsion (with B.O.M. approval, Parents and NEWB notified in writing) 

 

FINAL WORD 
 
The strength of the system is in its predictability.  Before coming into school, the child knows with 
absolute certainty what will happen if he/she chooses to behave well and just as definitely, what 
will follow, if he/she chooses otherwise. 
 


	Rules, Rewards and Sanction
	SANCTIONS
	FINAL WORD



