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Homework Guidelines for Parents 

 

Homework Policy 

Scoil an Spioraid Naoimh 

Senior Primary School 
 

 

Assigning of homework: 
 

 All classes will get homework Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

 The weekend shall be free of homework except in the case where a child does 
not complete assigned homework during the week or where independent project 
work is required. 

 There may be odd exceptional non-homework days decided by teacher/principal 
– eg. birthdays, tour days, sports day, individual use of homework voucher etc. 

 Most pupils in a class get the same homework but provision may be made for 
children with special needs.  

 Ideally homework will contain a balance between reading tasks, learning tasks 
and written tasks.  

 Homework is seen as reinforcement of work done in class. 

 Homework tasks are to be written into homework journals daily by the pupils.  

 Homework Passes are linked to positive behaviour.  They are to be used as part 
of the system of rewards in our school D.F.L.  

 In addition to assigned reading, we would encourage reading to be viewed as 
an integral part of your child’s evening as a recreational activity.  To promote this 
activity, children are encouraged to borrow books from our school library on a 
weekly basis. * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following are guidelines for time spent at homework.  
Different children will complete the same homework in different 
lengths of time.  Time spent will vary from day to day and also 
from beginning to the end of the school year.  Remember that 

quality not quantity is important.  If homework consistently takes 
much longer than recommended times and becomes a 
stressful experience, parents should consult the class 

teacher. 

General Guidelines: 

Rang 3 .......... 30 mins 

Rang 4 .......... 40 mins 

Rang 5 .......... 50 mins 

Rang 6 .......... 1 hour 
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Homework journal: 

 

 All classes will have a homework journal and will write down all homework 
assigned on a daily basis. 

 Children should use the journal to ensure:  

        a) they bring home relevant books/copies. 

        b) they complete each part of their homework. 

 Parents are expected to check and sign the child’s homework journal every day. 

  If a child fails to do homework or leaves it at home on a regular basis, he/she 
may be asked to complete homework the following night or at the weekend. 

 If due to family circumstances a child cannot complete all of his/her homework, 
parents are requested to make a note of such, preferably written into the 
homework journal, to be given to the class teacher the following morning. 

 

 

Parental/Guardian Involvement with Homework: 
Parents should try to help their children with homework by: 

 

 Providing them with a suitable place (seated at a clear table top) without  
distractions such as TV/mobile phone/electronic gadgets/ interruptions by others. 

 Setting a routine homework time, preferably soon after school while the mind is 
still fresh. 

 Children should do written homework themselves to the best of their individual 
ability and parents should only help if the child has a difficulty. 

 If help is needed, please adhere to the methods being used in the school as 
alternative methods may lead to confusion for the child.  Best help would be 
further explanations or examples, not actually doing the homework for the child. 

 It should be noted that homework time devoted to reading and learning is as 
important as written work and generally requires parental involvement. 

 Having checked the homework, parents should then sign their children’s 
homework journal each evening. 

 


