
April 20th Letter to Parent Community 

Hi everyone, I hope you all enjoyed the Easter holidays and made the most of the lovely weather. 

We are now in Term 3 of the school year otherwise known as summer term. And it certainly is going 

to be a very different experience for you the parents and pupils and for us the staff. I decided to 

record a short video and share with you our plan for this Summer term as a staff and whole school 

community. 

Unfortunately it appears that Covid 19 is still with us and will be impacting on our lives for some 

time to come yet. As is usual for this time of the year we begin to plan ahead for so many different 

aspects of school life. Staff have scheduled Zoom conferencing meetings this week for each year 

level to include the SET Team. They have already assessed and reviewed the progress to date using 

remote learning and some changes have been made to further enhance the Distance Learning. I had 

a Microsoft Teams meeting with the In School Management Team this morning where we discussed 

many organisational matters from Booklists to end of year reports to Transition programs.  

It remains to be seen if schools will be allowed to re-open before the end of this term. We await 

government announcements to find out more about this. I intend to schedule a Zoom meeting with 

the Board of Management and it will be business as usual micro managing the school from a 

distance. 

Staff have been really busy engaging with remote learning since we closed the doors of the school. 

They have worked collaboratively with leadership teams, their own year group teams and the SET 

team sourcing good learning resources, websites and apps that are beneficial to the pupils, thus 

ensuring continuity of teaching and learning prioritising Pupil Wellbeing. They have also been 

looking at best practice in other schools in Ireland and abroad, sharing ideas and resources among 

their own teams. 

We are acutely aware that there are many challenges for children being out of school for an 

extended period. We know and understand that home is a very different environment from school 

and that a day at home for a child bears no resemblance to being in class with the teacher and their 

friends. In the absence of conventional learning we as a staff are endeavouring to do our very best to 

adapt to the new expectations for remote learning, and I am very proud to say we have done so very 

successfully. It is very encouraging to get feedback from the teachers and to hear that pupils are 

engaging in a very meaningful way with their teacher via class dojo. Ultimately it will be you as 

parents who will decide what works best for your child as each home environment is different, you 

will have other matters to consider such as working from home yourself, exam pressure, financial 

hardship, illness in family and other worries. We are very mindful of the fact that some families may 

have little or no access to technology, that broadband can be a serious issue, and that some families 

are sharing devices. This is particularly challenging when parents are working from home and when 

there are children preparing for state exams. You are doing your best and your best is more than 

good enough. 

There are 10 weeks between now and the end of the summer term and though we are hopeful that 

we may re open at some stage within those weeks, we have to prepare for the eventuality that we 

may remain closed until the start of the next school year. 

Over the coming weeks we will be organising new class groups, allocating teachers to classes, 

making decisions on booklists and schemes of work, arranging for the order of school uniform and 

the purchasing of school books, recruitment of teaching staff, communicating with all the parents of 



new pupils and making plans for those pupils, publishing school end of year reports and revising and 

reviewing a number of school policies and plans. 

In conclusion as I have outlined to you in previous correspondence, the overriding priority is the 

health and wellbeing of the pupils in our school. We hope the children are finding a good balance 

between work and play and physical activity with lots of fresh air, good nutrition and sleep. 

Our staff will continue to support you the parents in every way we can to facilitate a positive 

learning experience for your child. We will continue to maintain a good channel of communication 

via Class Dojo, the School Story and the school website (www.ssnlaytown.ie). Please take good care 

of yourselves, your children and your extended families. 

I will leave you with the following thought…………….The Beautiful Truth 

“Don’t stress about schoolwork, in September I will get your child back on track. 

I am a teacher and that’s my super power. 

What I can,t fix is social and emotional trauma that prevents the brain from learning. 

So right now I just need you to share your calm, share your strength and share you’re your 

laughter with your children. 

No kids are ahead. No kids are behind. 

Your kids are exactly where they need to be.” 

 

Kindest regards 

Bláithín Maguire 

Principal                                                                                                                     20th April 2020 
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