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19th January 2021 
 
Good morning Parents & Guardians, 
 
I am very happy to report that our Virtual school is live, active and busy. The level of 
engagement on a daily basis is phenomenal and the Pupils are working very hard and 
enjoying remote learning. 
The Staff are doing a fantastic job using Google Classroom and you the Parents are very 
supportive in encouraging your children in the online space. We are providing a combination 
of live classes and recorded lessons in mainstream with a check ‘n connect daily. There is a 
huge level of feedback for Pupils’ work and Staff respond to all Parent queries to include 
supporting them with remote learning. The SET Teachers are providing live 1:1 support to 
SEN Pupils to include live group work also. In the Special class setting, the Teachers and 
SNAs are teaching live lessons each day, with 1:1 support for each of the Pupils. The SNA 
Team co-host the live classes across all year groups and in the Special classes. 
We appreciate the level of commitment with this collaborative approach and thank you for 
the positive feedback via emails and dojo messages to Staff. It is very much appreciated.  
 
Of course there will be broadband issues periodically and we have no control over it. 
However we do have control over our commitment to connectivity in the online space. 
Please continue with this level of engagement, not easy with Parents working from home. 
We are very proud that all 422 families are online and we will endeavour to provide the very 
best education we can with Distance Learning. 
As a co-host in Google Classroom, I can monitor the two way communication. Well done to 
all our Pupils for their enthusiasm and motivation which we will continue to reward with 
Dojo points. 
We are monitoring attendance in the online space. From a Child Safeguarding point of view, 
we need to ensure that all our families are safe and that Pupils can access the online space. I 
am very happy to report that all Pupils are engaged to some degree. We acknowledge there 
will be occasions when it may not be possible due to illness, COVID related matters or other. 
As in normal circumstances, kindly inform the Teacher, we will keep a record and continue 
to support your child. Should any of your personal details change, please inform the 
Teacher. 
 
In recent days there has been much reporting of re-opening schools for Pupils with Special 
educational needs. We have two Special classes and SEN Pupils in mainstream who require 
additional support. 

 



Even though the government has announced that Schools would re-open on Thursday, 
January 21st, there are still outstanding issues that have not been addressed and School 
Staff nationwide continue to have serious concerns for the Health & Safety of their School 
Communities as well as the wellbeing of their Pupils and their families. 
 
Our Teachers and SNAs are committed to supporting all of the Pupils in our school and 
especially those in need of most support, but we are all extremely worried that the current 
high level of community infection will have a serious impact on the school. 
Discussions are continuing this week to try to arrive at a reasonable and safe solution. 
 It appears that the government's initial plan may need to be reviewed and more meetings 
are planned between the Education partners, Unions and government today. 
I very much regret that there is so much uncertainty at the moment and I know that this is 
very unsettling for both Families and Staff. 
 
 I will keep you updated and hopefully the final agreement will ensure that everyone’s 
Health and Wellbeing is prioritised at the height of this pandemic. There is hope now with 
the vaccine programme being rolled out. 
Let’s stay positive, keep calm and focus on what we can do to make the most of each day. 
 
Kindest regards 
 
Bláithín Maguire 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


