
Scoil an Spioraid Naoimh – Senior Primary  

 

Principal’s Message     Happy New Year! 

I hope everyone in our school community had a lovely start to the New Year. 

With the high levels of respiratory infections still circulating, we ask that parents remain 
mindful of HSE advice to keep children at home from school if they are unwell.  We need 
everyone to stay as healthy as possible as we head into this busy new school term. 

Our new School!  This year promises to be 
another exciting milestone year for Scoil 
an Spioraid Naoimh as we look forward to 
the completion of our new school.  
Building work is progressing to plan so far 
and we will keep everyone updated on 
progress. In the meantime, we look 
forward to lots of learning before the 

February 
mid-term 

break.  
During Catholic Week, our children attended mass and there 
is plenty of preparation underway for the two Confirmation 
ceremonies in March for our 6th class children. 

Wishing everyone a great year! 

Blaithin Maguire, Principal 

 

School Calendar: 

(Full School Calendar available on the school website). 

• Sun 29th – Enrolment Ceremony for Confirmation – Sacred Heart Church, 12 noon. 
• Mon 6th February – school  closed - St Brigid’s Day 
• Mon 13th to Fri 17th February – Mid Term break. 
• Mon 13th March – Confirmation Day – 12 noon and 2pm 
• Thurs 16th March – School closes at 12.15pm for Staff training. 
• Fri 17th March – school closed – St Patrick’s Day. 

A New Year – a Healthy start! This is a time of year when we naturally look to our health and 
well-being.  We encourage parents to ensure that their children are eating well, bringing 
Healthy Lunches to school – and ensuring that children are getting adequate sleep at night, 
so that they rested and able to concentrate at school. The School will be participating in Food 
Dudes Week in February, which encourages children to try different fruit and vegetables, with 
samples delivered to school.   



Be Safe – Be Seen!  Children may be unaware how difficult it is for motorists to see them 
clearly during busy school commuting times. With dark mornings and evenings still very much 
with us – we encourage parents to check that children have adequate reflectors and working 
lights on bicycles and scooters, and that they also have reflectors on school bags and coats.  

Staying safe on-line! We were delighted to 
welcome members of the Garda Community 
Policing unit, who are delivering a suite of talks 
to all of our children on Internet Safety and 
Civic Behaviour. Thank you so much to Garda 
Deirdre Semple and Garda Ethan Fitzpatrick! 
The children actively engaged in the Q and A 
sessions.  We encourage parents to familiarize 
themselves with the range of social media 
platforms with which your child engages and 
ensure that they are age appropriate. Children 
accessing inappropriate apps and social media 

platforms can lead to 
unsafe practices and 
situations developing for 
your child, according to 
An Gardai. Next month’s 
Coaster will feature 
feedback from some of 
the children on Internet 
Safety. 

Catholic Schools Week: 
This week the children have been attending Mass and participating in prayerful reflections, 
as we pray for family members - past and present, friends, teachers and staff. 

Enrolment: If you have applied for 
a place in September and have 
not received an offer - please 
contact the school immediately at 
secretary@ssnlaytown.ie We will 
contact new parents with further 
details in due course. 

Our deadlines have passed. As 
more families continue to move 
into the area, we remind 
parents to check that they have 
formally accepted a place for 
their child in our 
school. Particularly parents with 

mailto:secretary@ssnlaytown.ie


children in 2nd class in Scoil Oilibheir Naofa.   All queries regarding enrolment 
places for the rest of this school year 2022/23 should be emailed 
to secretary@ssnlaytown.ie 

 

The SSN 
marching 
band are 
delighted to 
be on their 
feet after 
practising 
music since 
September. 

 

Two of our many international students 
from Brazil, Romania, and Ukraine, who 
are receiving additional English lessons 
from our EAL teacher. The children are 
also given time to study some lessons 
on-line in their native languages during 
the day. Some of the children from Ms 
Kieran’s and Ms Delaney’s classes 
were baking up a storm today. Lovely 
smells wafting down the corridors to 
tempt us all! Yummy! 
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A representative sample of 
children from all year 
groups in the school are 
participating in Pupil Focus 
Groups this week, 
discussing well-being in our 
school community. Mrs 
Carter is conducting the 
Group sessions and 
Principal Maguire was 
interested to hear what the 
children had to say about 
the various topics under 
discussion. 

Sports – our Girls and Boys football teams were delighted to be back out playing and practising at 
Seafield this week. Fantastic to see their enthusiasm for the season ahead! 

There is a terrific range of topics covered in the wonderful artworks on display on the corridors and 
in the classrooms – from our fair county Meath, to Maori Art, Travel, the Irish Language, sculptures of  
Ogham stones and writing, winter scenes, Healthy Eating, 
- to name but a few! 
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